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y)
Please Share Your Feedback on the Certification Structure for 
Teachers of Students with Disabilities

	The New York State Education Department wants to elicit comment from a broad base of New Yorkers.  Please complete the information in this box.

Name (optional): 

Below, please check the group that best describes the context of your response.

	· Institution of Higher Education

Identify: 
	· Professional Organization

Identify: 
	· P – 12 Education Administrator

Identify: 

	· Teacher

Identify certificate:
	· Early Childhood Community
	· Other

Identify:


Teacher Certification Structure

As we consider streamlining and strengthening the certification structure for teachers of students with disabilities (SWD), based on the chart provided in the cover memo, how would you recommend that certification for SWD teachers be structured for the future?

Please check one box for each developmental level.

I. SWD Early Childhood
· Do not change, keep existing certificate: SWD Early Childhood - Birth – Grade 2

· Change to SWD Birth – Grade 3

· Change to SWD Birth – Kindergarten

· Change to SWD Birth – Grade 
 (Please fill in blank)
· Other recommendation: 









What is the rationale and research to support your recommendation? 
II. SWD Childhood
· Do not change, keep existing certificate: SWD Grades 1- 6

· Change to SWD Age 3 – Grade 6

· Change to Age 3 – Grade 5

· Change to SWD 
 – Grade 
 (Please fill in two blanks)
· Other recommendation: 









What is the rationale and research to support your recommendation?
III. SWD Middle
· Do not change, keep existing SWD Grades 5-9 Generalist and Content Specialist

· Eliminate middle level for SWD titles

· Other recommendation: 









What is the rationale and research to support your recommendation?

IV. SWD Adolescence 
· Do not change, keep existing certificate: SWD Grades 7-12 Content Specialists

· Change to SWD Grades 7-12 Generalist with Content Specialist option available

· Change to SWD Grades 6-12 Generalist 

· Other recommendation: 









What is the rationale and research to support your recommendation? 

Alternative Certification Preparation of Teachers of Students with Disabilities

Please share your recommendations on how we might strengthen the preparation of special education teachers who are certified through alternative pathways without discouraging entry to the field.  Please use additional pages as needed.

Additional Comments/Recommendations

Please share any additional comments or recommendations you may have. 




































































	Please return by November 25, 2009 via E-mail to hedepcom@mail.nysed.gov or to: 

Joseph P. Frey, Deputy Commissioner

Office of Higher Education

New York State Education Department

Room 977, Education Building Annex

Albany, New York 12234
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